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From the Principal
Dear Parents,
During Mansfield Middle School Association meetings,

parenting issues come up from time to time. The meetings
serve as a good way for parents to check directly with each
other about some of the latest news they’ve picked up from
the student grapevine.

Often these comments are related to children’s safety as
they participate in social activities or as they use the
Internet.

Howard Johnston, an education professor who has
devoted his career to middle school issues, has noted that
in the mythical good old days, parents knew each other
well and there were clear, shared community expectations
about all issues related to raising children. Now, though,
parents often don’t know the parents of their children’s
friends, and there is less certainty about the rules in effect
from family to family.

Johnston recommends that parents look for
opportunities to check with each other about their
expectations and guidelines for their children. These
conversations help as parents have to address the big
questions at home: How much time do other kids
spend reading or doing homework or watching TV?
What is a reasonable bedtime in Grade 5 or Grade 8?
What level of Internet supervision is appropriate?

As the weather improves and daylight hours increase —
and as children are a year older — it is typical for them to
request social privileges that require more and more trust
on your part. As the social activities change throughout
middle school, it is worthwhile for parents to keep
checking in with each other.
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End of the Year Events for 8th Graders

With Spring finally here and the threat of snow now
gone, the following dates have been finalized for the
8th grade in June:

e Class Picnic - Monday, June 19th
e Closing Ceremony - Thursday, June 22nd
e Class Night - Friday, June 23rd
Look for more information to come home on the

individual events as the dates get closer.

Last Day of School

For those of you starting to plan your summer
vacations, the last day of school has been set for
Monday, June 26th. The school day will end at 12:05
pm with early dismissal.

MMSA Plant Sale
The annual plant sale
will be held on

Tuesday, May 9 just in
time for Mother’s Day!
Geraniums can be
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pre-ordered and there
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and hanging baskets

8l available the day of the
sale. We will have a
limited number of extra
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geraniums for sale on

May 9, but last year
the extras sold out in a

matter of minutes! Look for your order form attached
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